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What is the Patent Trial and Appeal Board?

*Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB)

PATENTS
examine patent applications

and grant patents

PTAB
ex parte appeals,

AIA proceedings, other

TRADEMARKS

examine and
register trademarks

TTAB*
ex parte appeals, inter 

partes proceedings

3



Today’s agenda

Meet our 
APJs

1
PTAB

case file

2
Walkabout 
the web: 

New to PTAB
webpage

3

Q&A

4

4 *Information not intended as legal advice 



Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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Meet our APJs:  Jeffrey Fredman, 
John Schneider, Amee Shah

Brandy Zukanovich, Office of the Chief Judge Patent Attorney



Jeffrey Fredman
Administrative Patent Judge

Amee Shah
Administrative Patent Judge

Brandy Zukanovich
Office of the Chief Judge Patent Attorney

John Schneider
Administrative Patent Judge

7



Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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Where to find PTAB decisions: 
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/decisions
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Ulrike Jenks, Administrative Patent Judge

PTAB case file
Ex parte Walker, Appeal 2011-007593 
(U.S. application 10/981,365) 



U.S. application 10/981,365 
(Appeal No. 2011-007593)
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MECHANICAL CPR DEVICE WITH 
VARIABLE RESUSCITATION PROTOCOL

Inventor:  Rob Walker, Bothell, WA (US)  



Prosecution timeline
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U.S. application 10/981,365 
(Appeal No. 2011-007593)
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Examiner’s final rejection

14



KernAmerican Heart 
Assoc. Guidelines

Prior art
Weisfeldt
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Examiner’s rejection on obviousness

16



Appellant’s arguments on obviousness

17



Board decision on obviousness
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Appellant’s Request for Reconsideration
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Board decision on Request for Reconsideration
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Notice of allowance
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Claim as-allowedClaim as-filed

Compare: Filed vs issued claims
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23

Takeaways



Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


PTAB hearings webpage

• www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/hearings
• Information regarding PTAB oral hearings 

including 
– Hearings schedule
– Hearings guide
– Hearings locations
– Forms and samples (AIA trials and appeals)
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/hearings


Cynthia Hardman, Administrative Patent Judge

Walk about the web
New to PTAB
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USPTO webpage
www.uspto.gov
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29



30
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


PTAB Pro Bono Program

• Financially under-resourced inventors may receive free 
legal help from volunteer attorneys for ex parte appeals 
before the PTAB

• For more details – watch the recording of the July 2023 
Inventor Hour webinar online or check out the PTAB Pro 
Bono Program at www.uspto.gov/ptabprobono
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http://www.uspto.gov/ptabprobono
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ptab_inventor_hour_episode_20_july_27_.pdf


Questions?



Future programs

Inventor Hour, Episode 30
Thursday, July 25, 2024 noon (ET)
Inventor Hour, Episode 31
Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024 noon (ET)
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