
 

 
Quick Reference Guide 2023 

 
In Patent Public Search’s Basic Search interface, you can copy direct links of multi-page pdf 
images. This function is not available in the Advanced Search interface. 

 

  Go to Basic Search                                     
On the Patent Public Search welcome page, 
(https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-
public-search ) select “Basic Search.”  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  Searching patent or publication numbers     
 

1. Enter a patent number or published 
patent application number in the Quick 
Lookup query box and select “Search.” 
Patent numbers should be 7 digits with 
leading zeroes if needed. If there is a 
letter prefix for a design patent (D) or 
plant patent (PP) it will take the place of a 
digit in the 7-digit total. Utility patents 
numbered greater than 10 million will 
have 8 digits. (see Figure 2). Published 
patent applications numbers should be 11 
digits with the first four digits the 
publication year. 

2. Or, publication numbers can also be 
searched using the two query boxes with 
drop down field selections and Boolean 
operators. 

 

 

 

 

 

Patent Public Search -  
PDF Links to Publications Images 

 

Figure 1. Patent Public Search Welcome Page 

 

Figure 2. Basic Search Quick Lookup 

 

 

Figure 3. Basic Search  
Patent / Application Number Search 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-public-search
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-public-search


  Search Results  
   

Search results will appear at the bottom of the page.  “Preview” will provide a pop-up view of the front 
page of the patent or published patent application.  Select “PDF” to view the entire pdf file in a new 
browser tab. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  PDF with Direct Link  
 

Use the download or print buttons on the right to download or print a copy of the pdf. The permanent web 
link for the image may be copied and pasted.  Your web browser may have buttons and URL bar in different 
areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The direct link format can be used for other patents or published patent applications as well: 

 

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/####### for 7-digit utility patents 
using leading zeroes to fill patents with fewer digits 

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/######## for 8-digit utility patents 

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/D###### for 6-digit design patents 

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/PP##### for 5-digit plant patents 

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/yyyy####### for published patent 
applications  

          Note:  Direct links only work for documents that are less than 1000 pages. 

 

Figure 4. Search Results 

 

Figure 5. PDF with direct link, download and print buttons 

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/#######
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/D####
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/PP
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/yyyy
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