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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


An interview with Stacey White
Lead Administrative Patent Judge

Brandy Zukanovich, Patent Attorney



Stacey White
Lead Administrative 

Patent Judge
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To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

Question/comment submission
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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PTAB Education Clinic

• Provides free education to members of the 
public who have questions about proceedings at 
the PTAB

• Available monthly
• Request an appointment: 

www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic


PTAB case file
Ex parte Berall, Appeals 2015-005093, 2018-008999
Application 08/778,079; Reexamination 90/011,308 

Cynthia Hardman, Administrative Patent Judge
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U.S. application 08/778,079 
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U.S. application 08/778,079 
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Prosecution timeline for 08/778,079 
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Claims
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Reexamination 90/011,308 (US Patent 5,827,178)
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Examiner’s final rejection during 
reexamination (2013)
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Prior art asserted in the reexamination
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Appellant’s appeal arguments (2014)
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Oral hearing (2015)
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PTAB’s decision (2016)
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Not the end: 
Applicant reopens prosecution
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Examiner’s final rejection (2016)
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Applicant’s additional evidence
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Appellant’s appeal arguments (2017)
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PTAB’s decision – licensing evidence
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PTAB’s decision – rejection reversed
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Reexamination certificate



Evidence and addressing 
rejections matter on appeal

Ex parte appeal to PTAB is an 
option for patentable claims

Pro se vs. legal representation

Patent proceedings may take a 
while and there’s no guarantee

Robust prior art searches 
can be helpful
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Takeaways
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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Journeys of Innovation

• Relatable stories that chronicle the journeys of inventors 
and entrepreneurs
– Learn how they got their start, challenges they faced, and what it 

took to bring their ideas to fruition 
– Learn about the importance of creating and protecting intellectual 

property

• A new story each month:
– www.uspto.gov/Journeys
– Example: Developing a revolutionary dental filling material

http://www.uspto.gov/Journeys


John Schneider, Administrative Patent Judge

Light IP: Food patents
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Food patents

• Can I patent 
my recipe?

• Can I patent a food 
product?

• Can I patent a method 
of making a food?
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Ice cream cone
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Ice cream confection bar
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Ice cream cone



36

Jelly beans
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Method of making frozen pizza
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Fried dough product and method
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Method of making a multi-layer 
pizza type product



40

Doughs and cookies providing 
storage-stable texture variability



41

Cookie sandwich
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Potato chip products
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Sliced potato product
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Granola
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Pet food
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Sliced bread
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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Public Engagement 
Partnership Meeting Series

• Learn about the patent challenge process before the 
Patent Trial and Appeal Board

• Topics covered:
– The petition process, the policy behind the America Invents Act’s (AIA) creation of these 

proceedings, and the Patent Trial and Appeal Board’s procedures for conducting the proceedings

– A case study of a proceeding involving a pharmaceutical patent

– Statistics on proceedings involving Orange Book-listed and biologics patents 

• Wednesday, September 4, from noon to 1 p.m. ET (virtual)

• Register at www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/public-engagement-
partnership-meeting-challenging-patent-patent-trial-and-appeal

http://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/public-engagement-partnership-meeting-challenging-patent-patent-trial-and-appeal


Questions?
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Future programs

Inventor Hour, Episode 32
Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, noon (ET)

Inventor Hour, Episode 33
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, noon (ET)
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