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Delegation of Authority – 37 CFR 1.181(g)

The authority to decide petitions to the Director of the 
USPTO not otherwise delegated, has been delegated to 
various Office officials such as:

– Deputy Commissioner for Patents who oversees the Office of 
Petitions (OPET)

– Technology Centers 
– Office of Patent Application Processing (OPAP)
– International Patent Legal Administration (IPLA)

See MPEP 1002.02
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FY19 Average Pendency FY20 Average Pendency

Track 1 40 days 36 days

PPH 77 days 39 days

All 94 days 76 days

Total Petitions Decided 42,232 44,681

Office of Petitions

Petitions Statistics



Petitions Statistics (cont.)
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FY19 Average Pendency FY20 Average Pendency

Review of Final Restriction 
Requirement 129 days 53 days

Relating to Prematureness of Final 
Rejection 74 days 69 days

For Matters Before Technology
Center 98 days 168 days

All 86 days 95 days

Total Petitions Decided 4,576 4,595

Technology Centers

Petitions Statistics (cont.)
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Patents Dashboard – Petition Data



Petitions Timeline
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Petitions Timeline (cont.)
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Thank you!

www.uspto.gov

Thank you!

www.uspto.gov

Fenn Mathew
fenn.mathew@uspto.gov
(571) 272-4978

Kristen Matter
kristen.matter@uspto.gov
(571) 272-5270
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